The ghost rockets
or when the RAF Task Force 196 almost came to Sweden
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In the summer of 1946, mentions of a specific kind of phenomena, popularly known as ghost rockets, started to appear in the newspapers. These objects were usually said to have come in over Sweden from the southeast and had been reported by people with very different backgrounds, such as the flotilla chief of the Air Force, postmen, engineers and so forth. In other words, basically a cross-section of the population.
Our Defence Staff, Fst, duly appointed a committee tasked with recording observations, as well as finding an explanation regarding the cause of these phenomena. There was no radar coverage around Sweden at the time and the subsequent reports were based on optical observations. However, it was stated that some of the flying objects had been photographed. Disappointingly, these images could not be discerned due to blurriness.

The Cold War had begun at this time and rumours that the Soviet Union had engaged in robot tests were speculated lively in the press. At the end of the war, the Soviet Union occupied Peeneünde on the Baltic coast, where the Germans have had their experimental facilities (including V-1 and V-2). Some speculated that the Soviet Union had undertook test launches from this area.

Though, the complete lack of traces of crashed rockets proved troubling. Some reports mentioned observations of objects falling into lakes, but no findings were ultimately made, despite thorough searches.
Our own Air Force, Flygvapnet, had at this time excellent relations with the Royal Air Force and the RAF was prepared to assist us in the search. A few of its employees came to Sweden in July and reviewed incoming reports and deliberated with Flygvapnet. These meetings had no tangible results. In England, the RAF set up a Task Force consisting of a radar group with the very latest and most modern equipment. Task Force 196, as it was called, was sent to Heathrow and would shortly thereafter  arrive in Sweden. The group was motorized and self-sufficient as an independent operating unit. Everything was very secret and the official version was that the radar group would demonstrate the radar's use in modern air traffic control, for Flygvapnet had just received its first Vampire aircrafts and would be assisted by the RAF.

Meanwhile, back in Sweden, the search for remains of crashed rockets had produced results. A darkened object had been found in the vicinity of a reported crash site and the object was sent to RAF's laboratory for examination. Initially, the composition of the object could not be determined. The laboratory's director, RV Jones recognized the object from the very beginning of the examination, but fond of practical jokes as he was, he kept this information to himself. Only when his assisting engineers had given up on the task, Jones asked if they’ve tried with coal. Indeed, the subject was a charred piece of wood, a coffee fire remnant or the like.

In early August, Prime Minister P A Hansson began feeling doubtful whether it had been wise inviting the RAF to Sweden. All negotiations with the Brits ceased momentarily and no information could be obtained. On August 21, the announcement was made: the project was permanently discontinued.

The Brits were annoyed by the decision and the resulting legation report to London includes the comment "... the Swedish Prime Minister has been acting stupid and cowardly."

The British flight attache contacted CFV Nordenskiöld, who was very indignant at the decision. Mr. Nordenskiöld was reported to have said that "in case of a similar situation, we won’t inform the politicians” (without any reference to the political department).
Reports of sightings began to decline in August and then ceased almost completely in September. Fst followed suit and supplied a final report on the matter, basically admitting it had failed to gather a sufficient amount of information.

But what was the cause of these observations? UT's private musings provided the following options: Meteors, mass psychosis, or light phenomena of various kinds. We do know that the Soviet Union hadn’t fired any robots, since that wouldn’t happen until autumn 1947, by the Caspian Sea.

Then what about these reports on projectile impacts in lakes and ponds? Well, an adolescent fond of practical jokes would surely feel tempted to stir the sludge on the bottom of a lake and then follow the search for a supposed ghost rocket with great interest, but of course this is just a hypothesis...
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